
 

 
PROJECT ABSTRACT 

 
A minute-by-minute analysis of Gus Van Sant film, Gerry (2002). 
 
Blendi ng fil m cri ti c is m wit h crea ti ve nonfi ct i on, each book in the Time c ode s ser ie s focus es on one fil m, 
expl or i ng it minut e by minut e begi nni ng with minut e one, and endi ng wit h the fina l minut e bef or e the 
closi ng credit s .  
 
In the canon of dir e ct or Gus Van Sant's films ,  Ger r y  (2002) stands out as a singul ar wor k, a bol dl y 
expe ri me nt a l fil m that nonet hel e s s is acce s si bl e , dar kl y hum or ous , and prof ound. Ger r y: Minut e by 
Minut e  is a non- tradi ti onal crit ic al study of thi s fil m, a bol d, impr e s si onis ti c seri e s of vigne t t es that cir cl e 
around questi ons whi c h are highl y speci fi c to Gerr y  it se l f but whi c h are also uni ve r s al : what is it about 
cert a in wor ks of art -fil ms , books , pai nt ings , musi c -that att ac h thems e l ve s to us so that we car r y them wit h 
us on our jour ne y thr ough lif e? What does it mean to wal k wit h these wor ks inside us, as if they are a par t 
of us?  
 
The book's struc tur e unf ol ds chronologi c a ll y along with the fil m, wit h one mo me nt from each of the 
fil m's 100 minut e s ser vi ng as the basi s for the chapte r s. Each of the 100 vignett e chapt er s take s on topi cs 
rangi ng from the par ti c ul ars of the fil m it sel f , incl udi ng: the inve nt i ve use of  came r a move me nt and 
sound; the product i ve nat ure of coll a bor at i on; the dri ving theme s and phil osophie s that inf or m the fil m; 
the blis t er ing heat , in Death Val le y, of its produc ti on; the plac e of  Ger r y  in America n cine ma and its 
Eur opea n infl ue nce s , especi a ll y Béla Tar r; the impa c t of 9 -11 on the cult ura l lands c a pe of 2001- 02, 
when  Gerr y  was fil me d and rele a se d; and what it means to “wal k” wit h a fil m or a book, car r yi ng it our 
heads as it infor ms who we are, ofte n in subt le ways invi s i ble to thos e around u s.  
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