
 
 

   
 

 
  

 
    

 
  

 
         

     
 

     
  

   
      

 
  

  
   

 
     

  
  

   
   

   
   

   
    

     
    

    
     

  
 

  
    

     
   

      
     

 
    

KAREN MCDONALD HENNING 
University of Detroit Mercy Law School 

651 East Jefferson 
Detroit, MI 48226 

henninkm@udmercy.edu 
313-596-0231 (Office) or 313-580-0550 (Cell) 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

Associate Professor of Law Aug. 2015 – Present 
UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT MERCY LAW SCHOOL 

Prior Appointments: Assistant Professor of Law, Aug. 2012 – July 2015 
Assistant Professor of Legal Research and Writing, Aug. 2009 - July 2012 
Visiting Professor of Law, Aug. 2008 - July 2009 
Adjunct Professor of Law, Jan. 2008 – Aug. 2008 

Courses Taught: Advanced Advocacy; 
of Detroit Mercy, January 2022 
Chair, Search Committee for Assistant Dean of Academic Success, June 
2020 – November 2020 
Chair, Admissions Committee, 2019 – Present 
Chair, Curriculum Committee, 2016 – 2019 
Co-Chair, Self Study/Reaccrediation Committee, 2017 
Chair, Moot Court Committee, 2018 – 2020 
Member, Moot Court Committee, 2016 – 2018, 2008 - 2014 
Member, Search Committee for Communications Specialist, 2017 & 2018 
Chair, Detroit Mercy Law School Honor Council, 2016 – 2017 
Chair, Admissions Committee, 2015 – 2016; 2013 – 2014 
Member, Search Committee for Director of Career Service, 2018 and 
2016 
Member, Student Conduct Task Force, 2016 
Chair, Judicial Clerkship Committee, 2011 – 2013 
Member, Dean Search Committee, 2012 – 2013 
Member, Bar Task Force, 2012 – 2013 

mailto:henninkm@udmercy.edu


 
 

    
   

   
  

 
 

  
 

         
     

 
      

  
     

 
 

 
       

   
 

    
 

 
  

    
 

  
        

 
    

      
 

   
   

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

     
  



 
 

    
  

  
 

     
  

 
   

    
 

  

        
      

   
 

             
       

 
              

           
     

 
 

 
    

   
         
        
  
     
 

   
  

 
 

 
   

Beyond the Trophy: Creating a Successful Moot Court Program, LEGAL WRITING INSTITUTE-
sponsored Moot Court Conference, Marquette Law School, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, October 25, 
2014 (with Michelle Richards) 

When Bad Grades Happen to Good Students: Methods for Correcting Disparities Between 
Student Performance in Doctrinal and Legal Writing Courses, 2011 AALS CONFERENCE, Teaching 
Methods Section, San Francisco, CA, January 8, 2011 (with Julia Belian) 

Teaching the Writer to Do the Heavy Lifting: A Systematic Approach to Case Analysis, 2010 LEGAL 
WRITING INSTITUTE CONFERENCE, Poster Presentation (with Michelle Richards) 

LEGAL EXPERIENCE 

Assistant Corporation Counsel, Appellate Division 
OFFICE OF THE CORPORATION COUNSEL (now the Office of the Attorney General 
for the District of Columbia), Washington, D.C. 

1992 – 1994 

Litigation Associate 
SKADDEN, ARPS, SLATE, MEAGHER & FLOM, Washington, D.C. 

1987 – 1992 

Law Clerk 
Hon. Collins J. Seitz 
UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE THIRD CIRCUIT 

1986 – 1987 

EDUCATION 

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA LAW SCHOOL, Philadelphia, PA 
J.D., magna cum laude, 1986 

Executive Editor, UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA LAW REVIEW, 1985 – 1986 
Assistant Editor, UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA LAW REVIEW, 1984 – 1985 
Order of the Coif 
Research Assistant, Professor Stephen J. Schulhofer, 1984 – 1985 

TRINITY COLLEGE, Hartford, CT 
B.A. with Honors (Political Science), 1981 

BAR MEMBERSHIP 

State Bar of Michigan (active), District of Columbia Bar (inactive) 
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